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Heard and seen...

. 1ATF Road Map - Here’s something Ernie Newbold instigated and got going on an enquiry from Bill Taggart from
the 1/83" as to where we all were roughly located in the 1966-68 era in Nui Dat. Mind you when we started this project
none of us could remember where Alpha Radar was and weren’t too sure about the Survey Lines’ position either!!
However, after contacting John “Kanga” McFadden and lan Amos who directed the enquiry onto lan Finlay, who in
turn got “el Maestro”, Keith Ayliffe, involved we came up with the enhancement below.

Now not only did Kanga give us Survey’s location, but he positioned the LP 31-C correctly. Then Keith not only gave us a
couple of Gun Battery locations as a bonus, but the various positions for Alpha Radar and the movement notes, which
finally saw it out at the Horseshoe feature.

Ed comments - I've got to add that my putting in the "Mess" hall near Arty Tac on the “1ATF Road Map” amused Ernie to
the point he wanted to know that did | want to put in the ablution block as well!! | felt like saying that the Mess hall function
was vital and the dunny block was just crap, but | didn’t!

Was Alpha Radar on a trailer or something? Steve Boutlis and Dave Crowther set the scene when Alpha was initially
sited in the flood plain and under the barrels of the 103 Battery’s 105’s...
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...then the reply from Keith Ayliffe...

“G'day lan, Paul

the story off the radars is a complicated one, | have spent the last 40 years trying to fathom it out. Firstly you have records
which say one thing and radar operators who say another thing.

To try and put it in perspective I've condensed it -

On arrival at Nui Dat on the 6/6/66 Alpha radar moved to 105 Bty (which moved in prior from bien Hoa) location and B
radar to 103 Bty Location (From Records)

1 Fd Regt took up the south west corner as this was prior to the arrival of the Yank Bty.

This would put Alpha radar on the perimeter probably between 103 and 105 Bty which would make Dave Crowther story
tally in. From speaking to various members of these radars including (Don Simmons for one) these two positions were not
far apart.

The radars failed to work effectively for the remainder of the year requiring replacement radar which arrived in 67.
However Dave's story brings in to play that there was an original CP (which common sense tells us there had to be) that
flooded in 66 because the one between the Engineers and 161 Bty was not built until mid 67 (records). This would also
account for why there was only one Radar position noted in late 66 early 67.

During this time late 66 to early 67, as best can be determined only one site remained in existence (Bravo) however the
detachments were switched with one detachment doing other mixed duties. (From Records)

In 67 the Bravo site became a fixture and the new radar was moved to a site between (new) 161 Bty and engineers and
the CP dug somewhere around June 67 The (2nd) one that flooded.

This is only a brief account and when speaking with the operators the account varies depending on memories. For this
period 66-67 | could find no maps or recorded grid references to verify positions. Later half of 67 and all of 68 no problem
we have maps and records of where they were located 69 -70 more problems occurred when the radars simply became
Nui Dat Radar, Horseshoe Radar.

The whole story of Radar movement was poorly recorded.

I hope this confuses you more Best regards Keith”

. Barry Guzder continues the 31-C story in his own style...

“Hi Dicko Yes vivid memories of 31C. This position originally was quite a dangerous one but subsequently (by the time |
got there June, 68 Rick Marquis was with me, don’t know who else) it became the most redundant because the perimeter
had gone forward with infantry positions attached. So we virtually had nothing to do and so drank a bit. | got had up for
drinking on duty and nearly court martialled for threatening to shoot SGT. Ruddick. Anyway Capt. Perron gave two weeks
confined (spent some time up in the Stockade), and had to run around the Task Force lines with weight in backpack! Only
thing that saved me from gaol term was being a Nasho and almost going home. Saw Ruddick at the Canberra dedication
and called out to him in an unfriendly manner - he just walked on and didn’t want to know! Ah memories! Regards Barry”

.Whilst on the Guzder subject — Ed sent Bob Billiards an email with the photo below, which was in Barry’s Locator
Profile and he identifies Bob Billiards (rt) and Sonny
Galloway in the middle -

“Bob g'day to you wherever you are.

There's no need for an instant response, but | have the
attached photo from Barry Guzder and | was wondering
who the American on the left is?

Barry doesn't know.

If you can't recall I'll send it to Bill Taggart.

Paul”

...then Bob replied with...

“Dicko,

It is Michael Anderson who was and is a great bloke.

| caught up with him in Nevada in 2003 and hope to catch
up with him in March next year once again in Nevada.
Regards from Cumbria (Hawkshead YHA) Bob”

. Vic Danko sent me the following letter he dug out of the “plastic bag” that his mother had kept. Well what a ripper of a
letter from Roger McDonnell while out on Operation Coburg back in February 1966. Again like the last one published
(E&E’s July 2010 — Kevin Browning) it is so simplistic — bugger we’re not being shot at — “we haven’t been attacked yet™!!
The Yanks back in Nui Dat were having all the fun and 3RAR and the Cav got involved — let’s not talk about the laundry
business in Baria though.

It's a great read...
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Ed — | can’t believe that | was sober enough to write to Roger when | got back and Vic sending a card — bless you Mc!



. What the...? Ernie Newbold sent the following article...
“G'day Paul,

When we think of Mortar Locating Radar we naturally think of the AN-KPQ/1 which represented the latest
technology of that type in our era.
In the ARMY newspaper dated 30th September 2010 there is an article that may be of interest to former (and present)
locators.

It is about the new "counter-rocket artillery and mortar" (C-RAM) locating radar to be deployed in Afghanistan by the end
of this year.

See the attachments below for further details and a picture.
Regards, Ernie.”

Ed — as Ernie stated to me separately that the units are not going to the STA Regt, but none the less it is an interesting
concept — makes you wonder what war the Swedes are preparing for?

"4 WORLD NEWS

New antirocket

kit anticipated

By Lt-Col Christopher Holcroft

THE Afghanistan battlefield will
se¢ a change from the end of 2010
when Australia introduces a new
form of protection for troops.

Australian soldiers will start
deploying counter-rocket artillery
and mortar (C-RAM) capabilities
from as early as December 2010,

The systems are capable of pro-
viding advance warning 10 (00ps on
the ground in order for them 1o take
protective measures and determine
points of impact for enemy indirect
fire attacks,

Colonel Joint Fires with HQ 6
Bde Col Brian Bailey said the
$300-million project would start
rolling out by end of this year

“The CDF has directed 6 Bde 10
be part of an Air-Lamd Intcgration
system that will give the ADF new
technology to assist the traops on the
eround in Afghanistan.” Col Bailey
said.

“We will be deploying state-of
the-art technology that will give our
soldiers early wamning of incoming
moctar and missile threats down to
point of impact

“This will allow the troops in
those affected arcas to tuke cover

and help lessen the chance of death
or injury froem such attacks.”

Col Bailey said soldiers from the
Woodside-hased 16 AD Regt would
travel to the USA to reccive initial
C-RAM training later this year.

They will then deploy shortly
after 1o Afghanistan,

He said that in addition to operat-
ing newly pracured radar systems,
the soldiers would operale 2 series of
special mobile warning towers that
will form part of a network of early
wurning defence for Australian bases
in Afghanistan.

Cal Bailey said C-RAM was ane
step in an exciting series of mod-
ernssation initiatives for 16 AD Regt
being pursued under Adaptive Army.

In the near futuze this unit would
transinon to a new entity titled 1w
Air Land Regiment und fake on
enhanced missions in the air-land
and ground-basad air-defence space.

“Our troops have used the
American ANTPQ Firefinder weap-
on-locating radur system, which
locates the point of origin for incoem-
ing rocket and artillery fire.

“But the system has some mi-
tations und operation is primar-
ily designed for counter-battery

fire rather than for use as a C-RAM
radar,” Col Bailey said.

“The bulk of the C-RAM systems
will be procured from the United
States and European contractors.

“Initially we will lease a Swedish
radar system that is mounted on a
tracked light armoured vehicle. The
system 15 the Giraffe Agile Multi
Beum (G-AMB) 741) radar system,

“This device has un extendable
mast with a radar sensor mounted on
the top that can operate 360 degroes
up 10 24 houss a day."

Col Bailey said the G-AMB T4
was developed and' manufactured by
Saab.

In addition to the Swedish Jease
system, Austrzlia will have units
manufactured in 3 wheeled truck
configuration for delivery in 2012 to
be owned by the ADF

“This will mean we will have
carty wamning of Jow-lying aircraft,
artillery and mortars and have time
to warn the soldiers who are Jocated
near the impact.” be saxd

Col Bailey said 6 Bde expect-
ed to have Australian bascs in
Afhanistan covered with o C-RAM
capability by the ead of 2011
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| Impressive: Tne oirafle agie multi beam 740 rackir system in extended mode
| New courtar-socket and maortar capabines are bound for Alghaniatan.

. Bert Blink sent this in and it is interesting — “Hi Paul This might be worth putting in Eyes & Ears Bert

Hi This is an initial - but hopefully not intrusive - inquiry.

Writing on behalf of the Kings Cross & Potts Point Partnership, | am investigating the impact that the Vietnam War had on
Kings Cross. We are hoping to install a small (no-budget) exhibition of memorabilia in the Kings Cross Library and to host
an evening where people speak about their Kings Cross experiences (about 1968-1973). | hope you can help me contact
a serviceman who visited The Cross at this time and would like to share his memories. Possibly even an American. | am
contacting a police historian, the Garden Island historian and several of the local identities who saw the other side of the
scene. Thank you for your time and | hope that you can help.

Gavin Harris, Community historian for the Kings Cross & Potts Point partnership.

THE CROSS Art + Books 33 Roslyn Street Kings Cross 2011 T: 9357 2038 (10.00-6.00 everyday)



Jlm Hogno has replled to our query from last month’s E&E’s with regards to the bloke tinkering with the radar in the
By %= photo (on the left) —

“G'day Dicko Have just finished reading Eyes &
Ears No 24 and as usual another great effort. In
response to the identity of the digger with the
radar, | am certain it is Sgt. Fred Walter a RAEME b
mechanic attached to 131 workshops. From my p
recollections he arrived in May 67 and set up a
two man tent (photo on the right) at the end of the
survey lines opposite the bamboo beer garden. |
recall he had light ginger hair
" ,‘ : and the other guy in his tent
who also arrived in May was
Sgt. Ted Doust of 131.

| have no thought on where
the photo was taken am very
sure to his identity.

| have included a photo of the bamboo beer garden (on the left) taken in
April 67 prior to RTA of three in the photo at the end of that month, left to
right, the late Paul Jones, George Clark, Keith Dean and Bob Ness.

Keep up the good work and keep them coming.
Regards, Hoggy”

. Bob Billiards makes some comments on another article in last month’s E&E’s — “Paul after reading this month's E's
and E's, | thought that | would comment on the "Heli-borne satellite station for
long distance survey". When | finished at 31D when the ARVN took over the
compound, | was posted to Survey and i

did errands for Geoff Jebb. We then did
some surveys using helicopters and
Phil Perrin would be able to give more
details. The firstone | went on, Phil was
lying on the floor looking down at the
battery as we hovered straight up until
the surveyors got the fix from 3 points.
No way | was going to stick my head
outside, | had my seatbelt firmly
fastened!! Did a few of these in either
the Hueys and did a couple in the ch47
_ chook.

waiting for a helicopter” “bob hard at work on operations”

The other item was the 1967 report and 31d going to Snata Fe. The blokes that went were Guz, Blakey, Mouse (Baker),
Des and me. We were 3 weeks in one position? Then 3 weeks at another (Xa Tui Tic). | have attached a couple of photos
and have a couple of stories from that my first Op. Regards Bob”

. Steve Boutlis sent the following in and is well worth a read — “Hi, Dicko.
The following site was given to me by a fellow member of the Sunshine Coast Sub Branch of the VVAA. and has a very
good article from our mate Keith Ayliffe. | think that our other mates may enjoy the site and it also seems like a good
repository for any photos of Our Days In the Funny Place. Cheers, Boots.

G'day Steve, this is the site below which | was talking about. Bruce.

My name is Ern Marshall and | run the web site listed below. I'm on a sort of a mission. I'm trying to save all the slides
that are slowly decaying in drawers and cases owned by Vietnam Veterans.

This is my proposal, you send me your slides, pictures or even your own story, whatever and I'll put them on CD for you.
This will be done at no cost to yourself.

All'l ask is your permission to put them up on the web page for everybody to share.

You can see what I'm doing at the URL - http://www.hotkey.net.au/~marshalle/images/index1.html


http://www.hotkey.net.au/~marshalle/images/index1.html

. Extracts From “Cracker’s” Blotter in November 1967...
November saw a bit of activity out into the scrub, new arrivals and some VC activity noted by “Cracker”...

Anox _sr%0 4 Fd Regt RAA
Y = Operational Report
S Dec 67

OPERATIONAL REPORT — 1st ATF DET, 131 DIV 7.0C BTY RAA

1-30 NOV 67
OPERATIONAL ACTIVITI=S
GENERAL
1a The month saw the completion of SANTA FE I on 18 Nov 67,

the conmmoncoeoment of Rice Deninl Operationsa, Oporation FORREST, on
23 Nov_ 67, theo commencement of a fragmoent examination eroaoot, the
arrival of 15 replacements and a rcagonablo amount of VC activity
of concorn to oursclves in particular.

ARTY INT SECTION

2. On 27 Oct 67, LP 31D moved to FSPB WILTON (Y35%476). 31C
roved comp.ete to 1/83 US ARTY area to take over 31D's position
during the Op. The operation distated that the LP would have to be
within theo FSPB aond a re¢asonable position was found. During the

day the LP wnz 3plit and a forward LP (37G) moved to S$ho xridgo in
the area Y8544780 with a occetion of 4 Sgn 3 Cav Rogt. The advantages
of thias was displayed by tho accuracy ‘of the intersccetiona of
roports of small nrns and friendly firce giveon by thesce LP's.

3. On 3 Nov the IP noved with the gunsg, by air to FSPB LION
in the THUA TICH arca (YSG181) vhacre 4t took up a position on thao
DASTERN oide of the aoctual basce, at YS614811. Ag it happeonced this
was nonx tho radar gite. The confiuration of the radar sitc was
such that the gonoratcer was to the inside of thoe baso, i.ec. WEST

of the LP. This scverly 1’ sitcd their ecapabilitices in this dircction
and 30 on the 5 Nov 67, Sgt WAGHORN took a2 ocompasitce LP (31G), nadc
up of 2 ncmbexs of Arty Tno and the remoining 3 f4om othor LP's and
Survey, to thoe FSP5 nnd catablishoed themselves at YS609802Q on tho
SOUTH WESTERN side of thce base in the Infantry Coy orca. Tirber 4ne
the centre grently hclped r»cduce the goenerator noise.

4. On 6 Nov 67, at approximataly 2015 heurn, the VC mortared

the FSPB in conjuncticn with n probing attack fron itne North, East

and South. Detnils arc showvn in Annex "A" to this report. It wae

¥et anothexr cxanple of the VC using our gunfire Lo covor his own
iringZe. 5

Se There wore no other ineidents during SANTA FE I and the
Tadaxr and LP'yg roturncd on 16 Nov 67 without incidcent.

6. On 27 Nov at approxinately 0115 h urs thero waa noxrtaring
roported in HOA LONG (arocn 2842643 and BARIA (arca YS3861). Subacg-—
uontly it wns proved by cxamination of fragnents £ und at caoch sito
tEat the attacka were nnde by RPG2 and RPG7 anti—-tonk gronadog.
Thic wns the first coenfirmod use of the RPG7 in this arca.

7. The followin mnormnmi » the 28 Nov 67, at approxinatcly
0220, the SUB SECTCOR paat at LONG DIEN (area YS4359) roceived nortnr
fircs. "A" Radar nt tho Fr RSES'IOE obtained only onc LOCREP nt 437609.
Thig aron nnd cgcars routes were bombarded. A subscquent crater
analysis was carricd out, a repoers of which is shown ag, Annox “"BY.
Cneoc again RPG7 and RPG2, togothor with 60mn nort-r fire was uood.
Circunaotancial cvidencce tonds to confirr the LOCREF obtaincd as a
poesiblo sito.

8. Later in thr afternocon, D.CHF 7 RAZ attacking o YOG bage

csesessac2/ canp

2 Y INT SECTION cont

8.

camp at YS 336708 wns o-gaged bty waat was deseribed as rocket firc,

A round wos captured an? identi -ied by ixty Int as being RPG7.
Approximately 5 rounds were firced ot » Coy, rosuliing in the uajority
of the casualties of ihe engegerent.

9. Th: sudden a dearacc of the RPG7 round in this area is
of smie significinee. This ‘8 a relatively riew vecapon which made
its aprearance in SV¥ carly this yecar, with the first round ani
launcher bein~ eapturcd in Apr 67. It is a sophiciicated, sccond
ceneration versicn ~f the PG2 launcher and round.



1. During thc nonth the Arty Int Section was requested to
identify a nunber of ‘iccesg of projectiles and fuzes recovered
na2inly from the new 3 AR area but including o scnerate plug fronm
2 155mn 1lluminating round f und in a house in LONG DIEN. Onc
picce of fuze, probavl:: fronm a VC claynore tygc ninc has been sent
to CNEC in SAIGON for further investigntion. The arrival in NOY of
3 Kits Shell Idcntifying has. considceiably aided idcentification
d\u‘ing the nmonth,

12. A p oject az been cormienced Lo ecelleet, inert, seetion-
aliseand collect data cn all Freo ‘Jorld Forece an< VC projectiles
likely to be ancountercd. VWhere vessiblec a display beard showing
thcgrojoctile and ita trpical fragmoents ips to bhe rade. The dota
collected, including phi>tosraphs of the complete r und and typleal
frogments, is to be nade into a loose leaf book, ccndensed notebook
veraions of which wiil Le carried with esoh identification kit. The
rroposed CHEC book of similar design has had a hold up and a date
of ¢ mpletion and publication is not anvailable. The LP's and Arty
Int Secti~n shzll be ¢ nducting this project wit hclp f.oon apeccial-
ist gources for such things as inerting and secti-nalizing the” ¢
rrojectiles.

13. A proposed ist of projectiles is shovm in .nneox '"C".

--.-.00.-..-0.3/ It iB

It is heped to have most of these codbtained by the ¢nd of Dec 67. In
some cascs fragments ar: already held dbut the ecorplete round 1s not.
It is rcalised that this im rather a lonz projceets but it should vay
of 7 as at the present time there is no ready refercnce available

for identification of cven our own shells. In addition there will

bc congiderable trainin: value gained by the LP'a and Arty Int staff.

14. Commmnications have been Turther inpreved by the construct-
ion of a RC 292 aerial cm NUI DAT. This nade considerable differcnce
during Op SANTA PE. Tho Orderly Roonm is now a P22 switchboard with
conrections tc the OC's CIffice, Survey Office, R Store, Transpor:

and the Rec. Rocn, witn n line to ENTERPRISE Z4 Fa Zlogt Switch) as
well. All cables excep’ the line 4o "B" Wadar are now Spiral 4. The
"B" Radaxr line is not being laid until the Enginccrs conplote the
installation of their ncw power lines. A1)l cur intornal line is now
being naintained by ourselves and not the Regimantal Sis Trocp.

RADAR SECTION

15.: ‘Both radars have beun depleoyed during ‘the period with
little or no prodblems ctier fhan -
a. A sudden series of generator failurca which beecame ... ..
critical at the beginnin_ of Op SAITA PE. Onc new
5 AR BUCKNELL foncerstor hes becn cbfained, oné ~ld onc
s 406'a ' nnd SVE's subndtted to ranise the tot~l gencerators
held by thp Det to 8 and the Wkaps to 3. '

be The failure of the two azimuth/eclevation drive rotors
resulting in the need to take the noctors from the new -

= gset in workshops. The probler of sgware motors and -
bearings has becn the subject of nany provious signals
and letders and I do not mean to elaborate other than

. point out <hat there are now absoluiely NO spares

5 availadble herc. A gquantity of bearinss did arrive hut
were hopelessly too large. Thoe curient situation 1e
fully understood by 1 ATF.

16. ALPHA RAD, rerained in basc location during Op SANTA FE
and moved out %o the NCISESHOE by road on 26 Nov to supnort the South .
East portion of the Ricc Denial Op, Cp FORREST. I+ took up the
rreviocusly sited position at YS495617 wviathout any problens and cane
straight into actirn. I% was apprreciated that morbtaring attacks were
likely in the LONG DIEN to DAT DO areca and against the villages a.ong
"the fence" to the Scuth. This has arearcd correct and a Locrep was
ottained on the night 27/28 lov whon LONG DIEN wns nortared. Only one
was obtained, but only = few L.ortar rounds werc fired. "A" Radar shall
be remaining at the HORSESHOE until completion of Op PCRREST.

17 BRAVO RADAR Aect deployed during Op S.NT. FE at FSPB LION.
They noved out on 3 Lov by air and retfirned on 16 llov . The air nove
went without fault except for slight vibration dmiiaze to one genorator.
Zetails of load are covered in snnex "D" to th's report

The radar oporated fairly consistently wit : only & few hours lost to
one major fault. Therc wis one mortaring incident. Cnly 8-12 rounds
vere Tfired. It is belicved under the curient YC practioe that

»robadly all the rounda wveorc in the air at the sane tine. Thus by

the time the radar traversed it was too late. Annox A will claborate

on this.



SURYEY SECTION

9. The ondn cperation during this pericd wae the US 9 DIV O
SANDA FE from 27 Oct %o 18 Nov. Two F8PBs woro ocoupicd by 4 Fd Regs,
the first, FSPB UILYCH has already bLecn disousn-ed in last menths O
report. Whe second ¥SFEB, LICN, was estabiished ot THITA TICK - YS6184%.

20, This FSIE caused guite s hesauche survey-wise ns thore
was no control in Whe area. Frier to the comuwonceuent of %he Cp tnis
problen was discussed with TOPO Survey cnd the initial nlan was to
traverse along Routcs 327 and 328 starting fron FSPH WILTON at YS
5476, The protection for this job was 40 cone Lrom infantry and
¢~v-1ry elements v™d were Uo wmove along this Zouthe. However, aficu
discussions with the Infontry ond Cavalry it wes fTound that their
rate of gdvance would have becn Hco Tast and congeqrently this plan
vias dropped. The noxt poo.ible alternantive wa: provided Ly a nece
of 2 RAR HQ to a hill ot YS566764. & guick »oecna of this Lill pro-
ved tire ddea impraciical owing to very denge tircos and wndeesrowth.

27. The only »eipining workabla solutiom was a long range .
schene using NUI JMP, WUI CHAY CHAY (YRGO5102), aa RO South of
BAIGON and THUA TICH. This schene was 0 be aome in eonjunction
vith TOPO Suxvey who wero $9 estabiish a third order trig voint in
THUA TICH.

224 The plan to cetablish this point am T use the First oy w
trig point at CHAU GHEAN, RO 1 o vaint just Sowsh of SAIGON (imried
by 66 Bngineors TOPO Survey US AR3Y) and neasure she ang..eg and
distances to NUI DAT and THUA TICH. This plaxn wns ot into effeet on
5 Hov and succcssfully coupleted on 6 Kov, Oux nurveyors asaishod
T0P0 Surveyors at HUY DAT and WHUA RICH and L TENIURY vent to CEAU
CHAN to contyol the geheno.

23, Onece thoe conordlnates of tha point in MUL PICH were foun?
a change of grid was carvried out and thacetre piid established for
the guns,

R4. During and on completion of the Surevoy in FSPB LION the
surveyors acted as protection for the radar and one of the ITf's
deployed in the area.

25, ~fhexr the return Lrom OF SLHY. FR 4lic surveyors have beer
agoisting VOPO Survey with the layout and mapwive of the new battln
and Armoured firovp area. which is ourrently being, prrepared on the v
South Dast cf the Took Foroe aren. -

REPLACINENT 3

27. On 20 et €7, 15 replaciments arcived at NUI DLT unannownced.
Previcus enguiries na: %5 whon the anticipatcd draft nizht arrive had
rpoven Iriutless. 1 ATF are looking inte this astter acnerally o
obtain 1 betier syst.c fer carly meving of wnits. The.e pecople nave
been sritled in. 4 besile sig conrsc is g ing ¥z be run as soon as
possible to provisc then with knowledge of bLusie veice nrocedurn,

SCI and code usage, operation and naintcenance of tho PRC 25, VRC 125,
AN/CRA 3S intenna RC 292 and the various tclivhene switches and
Tacilitics availabtle in the area. It ig reecon endcd that all revlaces
nexts simild be traincd to this basic sig level. In addition,
ingtruction hss been carried out on the 116 »ifle and = ranz¢ practicce
with this weapon, thc 160 and a zcroin: shoot for personal weapons

will dbe conducted 24 soon as prusibles

EAPCNS

28. The porscnal weap na carried by the dctachnent have now
been nade firm and consist of the SLR, the !16 and the 9nn pistol.
£60's are not uscd as persona) w.areons but arc uanaed in vax:ous
-posts and cdistribuind for Ops on the tactical requirenent. At present
these arc all borroved although the change of cstabiishment changing
from AR to 60 ond increasing the nunber to & has becn anproved. 4R's
and F 1's are not ncid by the Det. It was rleaging to note that all
the rcplacements we. ¢ Tamiliar with the M60, It is rccor.onded that
futurce replacements be trained with the 1416 rifle and if possible the
Y79 grenado lauvncher, which io sometines presonted to posts for

local dcfence.



HEAPONS

26. The porsonal weay na carrted by the detachnent have now
beon nmade firw ond consist of the SLR, the 15156 and thoe 9nn piatoel.
EGO's arc not uscd as norsona) w.arens but ATe wnned in vax: ous
-Dosts and cdistribulnd for Ovas on the tacticnl requircnent. At present
these arc all borrowed although thce change of cstablishment changing:
from AR to lN60 and incrceasing the nunber Lo & hag boen anproved. AR's
and F 1'g are not noild by the Det. It was 1nleaging to note that atrl
the rcplocements we: ¢ Tamiliar with the M60, It is rccori. ended Fhat
futwre replacements be trained with the M16 »iflo and if posaible tho
¥N79 grenade lavncher, which io somctines presonted to vogts for

loeal dcfence.

29. EXTLNSICHS. Ap liontione placcd in Oct bor for cxtcensions
by 13 mcnmbora duc o T4 in thc JAN — LAY rerind have all beocen NOT
approved by CARO. hig hns had an extracecly Actbrimental offrnot not
only on thesc¢ soldierz but rn sthers as well and it is considored
unlikely that any future applications Tor cx.cnoions will beo reccived,

30. L/Bdr DODUS has becn promoted T Bdr and has become the
No 2 on B Radar. GurFROSKURIN hac becn appointod L/BAr and is in
charge of LFP 314 on NUI DAR.

314 From 24-27 Novy Lt Cbdl J D KELLY visgitcd 4 FA Regt RAAs
During thie tinc he was able to have a bri.f loock a%t scme f our
rositions and to priefly disouse the currcnt situation with the OC.

32. WVELFARE

a. Bdxr ARCH returned to Australin on 13 lov 67 for wclfare
reasons.

b. ‘O Jllembers wen' on R & R or R & C during t:c p.riocd.
These figurcs are lower than normally rcc ircd and it is hoped
they will inorensc.,

c. The puotographle cau-pment for the darkroom has axrrived
with the exception of the cenlargers. -hesc are due =t any timc.

d. On 256 Nov th: Rece toom oponcd for the sale of beer
and soft drinks for Sund-t alfternoons. It was a great success and it
is now planncd foxr cach Sunday aftcrnoon. It is NOT proposcd to twn
the Ree Room into a cantecn proper.

...NOW we come to an interesting observation by Ernie Newbold as to why was November’s Operational Report
signed by the late lan Yerbury — OK, so where was “Cracker”? Was his biro not working??

,S;.. ¥ R HAMILTON
0C 1t ATF DET,
BTY

131 DIV 1LOC



...this Annexe also makes interesting reading...

annex 4 3o Opereticral Réport
1st ATF Det,

131 2iv Loc Bty RAA

5 D¢ 67

LORTAR ATTACK ~ FSPB LION, 6 NOV 67

1. On'.the night of 6 Nov 67, at anproximately 2015 hours,
12 rounds of 82ur mortar were rceeived annroxinntely 200nm South of
the SOUTHERN cdic of the FSPB in arca YS61€1.

2. The VC fircd a% thce same time as we werce adjusting a
mortar DF iv the sanc arca. This madc it cxtremely diffieult to
pick up tho fact that the FSTPB was being i ortarcd, particularxly
since there were no actual incomin: r-unds, 'this resulted in
considerable coniusion as to ; a. Werce we z2ctually boing moctared

b. ‘Werc were the rovnds falling
¢. Mortrers walch gave bearings to
our own mortars.

3. Oncc % cre was a reasonable suspicion the hostile firc
was being received, all artillery and wortar fire was stopped. he
VC tno stopped.

4. The! Radar was swung to the most likely areca YS620830, bt .
nothing was scone, It is believed the morters had probably just
stoppcd

5. This g»id was cngaged uvsing 2 R:R mortars as it appenred

a reasonable si'c.

6. The noxt worning it was confirmcd that 12 x 82rm mortars
had been reeeived. Crater analysis lead to an area YS5628638 which
when conpared with the air photos hnd a rraconable elearing on a
track within 100 of that grid. .n of shoct of the track lead te
the area YS8629628 where 2 RAR HQ maintains there was a sccond
vosition heard firing by them. No ground inspcetion was nade.

7. Duc mninly te the confusisn of cur own mortars firing

from a Battlion prsition relatevily ciose o - he eneny site, firing
into almost the zance arca as the enemy rounds fell, this could nci be
consldered a g od oxanplc of locating practice. The main les on dic 1€ .
in doudbt as t~ vhether therce is incoming fire all artillery and .
mortars in the orca must be stopped ingiantly,

. Going Home / Getting Out...

Here’s another version in this series -

. Dickson, Paul - I've just used dot-points to recall some thoughts/events/happenings that relate to my end of army
experience...

1. Knowing | was going home on 12th December, 1967 and going out into the scrub to FSB Lion on 5 November was an
awakening.

2. Our CO, "Cracker"/"Blue Leader" — and now friend (and that is what is great about re-connecting) Warwick Hamilton -
having the "obligatory" conversation - "Gunner Dickson have you considered...”...or..."you should consider a career..."
3. Having a farewell drink/s in the "Rec Hut"

4. Having a photo taken with a bunch of us departing Nui Dat on 12 December - all dressed in our polyesters. Some or
most of the group and the blokes left behind | was never to see again or re-connect with till a very long time later.

5. Getting to Ton Son Nuit and after a few or several beers while surveying the QANTAS plane on the tarmac.

6. Having to literally support one nameless Gunner stagger up the gangplank, fearful of him NOT being allowed on the
flight.

7. Drinking the plane "dry" at some stage - the transfer of fluid into the toilets kept the equilibrium | guess!

8. Getting back into Sydney and being told "NOT to wear uniforms".

9. Arriving back in Brisbane and met by my "real family” welcome and a reporter from the Courier Mail.



10. Weeks later getting back to Holsworthy, in the Austin Healy Mk 11l A and painting stones white, avoiding everyone with
rank and having some fun times with Al Adams, Leigh Hemming and Tony Goldsmith.
11. Getting some hilarious comments etc from some really odd-bods when | was doing front gate guard duty at Victoria
Barracks.
12. Very proudly doing a Thursday Honour Guard march down through Martin Place with a couple of ribbons on my chest
— not making a mess of “rest on your arms reversed” - and then onto the Shrine.
13. When the 19th April, 1968 came just turning up at Enoggera (Gallipoli Barracks) in Brisbane and being whished “all
the best” or something and told whatever was or may ail me that Army would take care of that, but you’re OK now so get
going!
Crikey - there could be a book in all of this!! No, seriously I'm going to have a crack in expanding on this, hopefully soon.
A lot had happened in the intervening 2 years after arriving at Enoggera on April 20, 1966 — saying goodbye to family,
going by bus the Brisbane airport, getting onto a Fokker Friendship, arriving at Williamtown then onto a double decker
bus for the trip to Singleton — not even at the legal age to drink or vote.

One of the best aftermath happenings is being able to share a lot of memories with so many now.

. 131 Locators Association Inc...
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. The Association Committee is excited to announce the design, which was voted on by our members, for the Lapel
Badge (featured left in the panel above) has gone to the manufacturer for final specs and production. We hoping to have
the first batch out as quickly as Grahame Dignam can seal envelopes and lick stamps!!

...the Locators Association welcomes more new members as at 26" November —
Members — Dave Crowther; Brian “Wirey” Hackett and Jim “Hoggy” Hogno
Thanks again fellas for the additional funds provided in the way of donations.

. Birthdays in the Battery...OK November breaks the trifecta and guadrella cycle preferring twins — 8 sets!!
Dennis Smlth and Vaughn Millar started the month off on the 1%, Trev Waghorn and Ken Halligan were quick to follow
on the 2", John Henshaw and Harold Little completed the duo on the 4™ then dld the same tour duty times in SVN —
now that’s a double, but unluckily came from Vlctona Barry Uren was solo on 4™ as was Thomas Lempriere, the late
Michael Campbell drew his first breath on 13" (13.11.46-1984), Ken Long shared the 16" with Allen Morley, but Al drew
the short straw a copped Victoria as the home state, now you’d never guess to look at them that Warwick Hamllton and
Terrence “Lofty” Hayes are twins — obviously not identical, maybe same father but different mothers born on 17" - “Lofty”
set up Nui Dat for Warwick in ’66, then had the decency to come back and tidy up late '68 after “Blue Leader had gone
home, Desmond Bury put a smile on his Mum’s face on 18™ and John Perry I|keW|se on 19" the 20™ brought Michael
Fletcher and Leslie Bates to life, Murray Poustie had his first look around on the 22 and mlght have seen Brian
Ruddock —though Murray Poustie did arrive 10 years later, Don Simmons on 24™ snuck in with Stanley Todkill on the
25" just before the month’s only trifecta of the Iate Michael O’Keeffe SVN 1968-69 (26.11.46-1980), Fred Walter and Jeff
Schafer who all broke out of the blocks on the 26", John Bayford made it before the end of the month on the 28", while
Ron Saunders and Gary Stratton shut the gate on the 30"
Ed — 18 blokes in bold is still too many not accounted for!

. Locator Profiles — we've received 48 and we've sent out 42.
Ed - The tap has been turned on slightly with a couple more this month — how about a twist more?

. Found...

.Steve Boutlis gave us info on Graham Smith with the following — “I met a fellow member and 131 Comrade at the
Drop-in-Centre this morning. He was a Bdr. Sensor in SV during 1970 and he would like to be included in The Eyes and
Ears mail-out list. His name is Graham Smith. He asked after Johnny Brewer (Sgt.).

Ed — we sent Graham an email late in November, so let's see what eventuates. Hey and does anyone have details on
John Brewer??




. Artillery Surveyors 131 Div Loc Bty...

ARTILLERY SURVEYORS 131 DIV LOC BTY

“Elements of 131 came wandering in from the bush”

(A quote whose origins are lost, yet the sentiments expressed will not be lost on many who served with
131 Div Loc Bty SVN.)

This website seeks to make contact with the Artillery Surveyors of 131 Div Loc Bty. We welcome your relevant
contributions of photos, insights and observances so we might endeavour to expand 131 Artillery Surveying
Vietnam record, beyond this window. Please use the contacts page for details: http://www.artillerysurveyors131l.com.au/

. Locating Artillery Assoc...notes taken from their website —

. The Annual Reunion and BBQ be held at the North Fort Artillery Museum on 5 December 2010 at 12.00noon. Further
details will be available in the next issue of the Associations Newsletter LOCREP. Complete the Attendance form and
return no later than 22 November 2010.

. The next Committee Meeting will be held at the North Fort Artillery Museum on 5 December 2010. The Annual Reunion
and BBQ will be after the meeting. Members are cordially invited to attend. Details of scheduled Committee meetings wiill
be available in the next issue of the Associations Newsletter LOCREP.

. Work parties at the RAA National Museum are normally held on the last Sunday of each month. Work parties commence
at 1000 hrs sharp in the Locating Hangar and conclude with an Association-funded BBQ at 1400 hrs at the North Fort
Mess. Scheduled work party dates for this year are as follows: 28 November.

. 15" Battalion 83" Artillery...

Dedicated to the men of the 1st Battalion 83rd Artillery who served in Vietham from 1966-1971. We left
Fort Sill in October 1966 for Vietnam. We originally were at Bear Cat, Nui Dat and Xuan Loc. We later
were in many other locations in Vietham. We also welcome our Australian and New Zealand Allies to
whom we owe so much.

It is also dedicated to those members of the 1/8rd who did not return. We will never forget their
sacrifice. Website: http://83rd_artillery.home.comcast.net/~83rd_artillery/

Editor contact email: three-zero@hotmail.com Ed — Paul ‘Dicko’ Dickson

All material that is included in Eyes and Ears, official Newsletter of the 131 Locators Association Inc remains the property of 131 Locators Association
for its sole use. Prior written authorisation for the use of any material whatsoever contained in the Newsletter must be sought from 131 Locators
Association Inc. Any material approved for use by third parties must acknowledge 131 Locators Association Inc as the source. No responsibility is
accepted for unsolicited manuscripts, illustrations or photographs, or for the accuracy of information contained in the text of Eyes and Ears.
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