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 Heard and seen... 

 
. 1ATF Road Map – Here‟s something Ernie Newbold instigated and got going on an enquiry from Bill Taggart from 

the 1/83
rd

 as to where we all were roughly located in the 1966-68 era in Nui Dat. Mind you when we started this project 
none of us could remember where Alpha Radar was and weren‟t too sure about the Survey Lines‟ position either!!  
However, after contacting John “Kanga” McFadden and Ian Amos who directed the enquiry onto Ian Finlay, who in 
turn got “el Maestro”, Keith Ayliffe, involved we came up with the enhancement below.  
Now not only did Kanga give us Survey‟s location, but he positioned the LP 31-C correctly. Then Keith not only gave us a 
couple of Gun Battery locations as a bonus, but the various positions for Alpha Radar and the movement notes, which 
finally saw it out at the Horseshoe feature. 
 
Ed comments - I‟ve got to add that my putting in the "Mess" hall near Arty Tac on the “1ATF Road Map” amused Ernie to 

the point he wanted to know that did I want to put in the ablution block as well!! I felt like saying that the Mess hall function 
was vital and the dunny block was just crap, but I didn‟t! 
Was Alpha Radar on a trailer or something? Steve Boutlis and Dave Crowther set the scene when Alpha was initially 
sited in the flood plain and under the barrels of the 103 Battery‟s 105‟s... 
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...then the reply from Keith Ayliffe... 
“G'day Ian, Paul 
the story off the radars is a complicated one, I have spent the last 40 years trying to fathom it out. Firstly you have records 
which say one thing and radar operators who say another thing. 
To try and put it in perspective I‟ve condensed it - 
On arrival at Nui Dat on the 6/6/66 Alpha radar moved to 105 Bty (which moved in prior from bien Hoa) location and B 
radar to 103 Bty Location (From Records)  
1 Fd Regt took up the south west corner as this was prior to the arrival of the Yank Bty. 
This would put Alpha radar on the perimeter probably between 103 and 105 Bty which would make Dave Crowther story 
tally in. From speaking to various members of these radars including (Don Simmons for one) these two positions were not 
far apart. 
The radars failed to work effectively for the remainder of the year requiring replacement radar which arrived in 67. 
However Dave's story brings in to play that there was an original CP (which common sense tells us there had to be) that 
flooded in 66 because the one between the Engineers and 161 Bty was not built until mid 67 (records). This would also 
account for why there was only one Radar position noted in late 66 early 67. 
During this time late 66 to early 67, as best can be determined only one site remained in existence (Bravo)  however the 
detachments were switched with one detachment doing other mixed duties. (From Records) 
In 67 the Bravo site became a fixture and the new radar was moved to a site between (new) 161 Bty and engineers and 
the CP dug somewhere around June 67 The (2nd) one that flooded.  
This is only a brief account and when speaking with the operators the account varies depending on memories. For this 
period 66-67 I could find no maps or recorded grid references to verify positions. Later half of 67 and all of 68 no problem 
we have maps and records of where they were located 69 -70 more problems occurred when the radars simply became 
Nui Dat Radar, Horseshoe Radar. 
The whole story of Radar movement was poorly recorded. 
I hope this confuses you more Best regards Keith” 
 

. Barry Guzder continues the 31-C story in his own style... 

“Hi Dicko Yes vivid memories of 31C. This position originally was quite a dangerous one but subsequently (by the time I 
got there June, 68 Rick Marquis was with me, don‟t know who else) it became the most redundant because the perimeter 
had gone forward with infantry positions attached. So we virtually had nothing to do and so drank a bit. I got had up for 
drinking on duty and nearly court martialled for threatening to shoot SGT. Ruddick. Anyway Capt. Perron gave two weeks 
confined (spent some time up in the Stockade), and had to run around the Task Force lines with weight in backpack! Only 
thing that saved me from gaol term was being a Nasho and almost going home. Saw Ruddick at the Canberra dedication 
and called out to him in an unfriendly manner - he just walked on and didn‟t want to know! Ah memories! Regards Barry” 
 

.Whilst on the Guzder subject – Ed sent Bob Billiards an email with the photo below, which was in Barry‟s Locator 

Profile and he identifies Bob Billiards (rt) and Sonny 
Galloway in the middle - 
“Bob g'day to you wherever you are. 
 There's no need for an instant response, but I have the 
attached photo from Barry Guzder and I was wondering 
who the American on the left is? 
Barry doesn't know. 
If you can't recall I'll send it to Bill Taggart. 
Paul” 
 
...then Bob replied with... 
 
“Dicko,  
It is Michael Anderson who was and is a great bloke.  
I caught up with him in Nevada in 2003 and hope to catch 
up with him in March next year once again in Nevada. 
Regards from Cumbria (Hawkshead YHA) Bob” 
 

 
 

. Vic Danko sent me the following letter he dug out of the “plastic bag” that his mother had kept. Well what a ripper of a 

letter from Roger McDonnell while out on Operation Coburg back in February 1966. Again like the last one published 
(E&E‟s July 2010 – Kevin Browning) it is so simplistic – bugger we‟re not being shot at – “we haven‟t been attacked yet”!! 
The Yanks back in Nui Dat were having all the fun and 3RAR and the Cav got involved – let‟s not talk about the laundry 
business in Baria though.  
It‟s a great read... 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
Ed – I can‟t believe that I was sober enough to write to Roger when I got back and Vic sending a card – bless you Mc! 



. What the...? Ernie Newbold sent the following article...  

“G'day Paul, 
                   When we think of Mortar Locating Radar we naturally think of the AN-KPQ/1 which represented the latest 
technology of that type in our era. 
In the ARMY newspaper dated 30th September 2010 there is an article that may be of interest to former (and present) 
locators. 
It is about the new "counter-rocket artillery and mortar" (C-RAM) locating radar to be deployed in Afghanistan by the end 
of this year. 
See the attachments below for further details and a picture. 

 Regards, Ernie.” 
Ed – as Ernie stated to me separately that the units are not going to the STA Regt, but none the less it is an interesting 
concept – makes you wonder what war the Swedes are preparing for?  

  
 

 
 
. Bert Blink sent this in and it is interesting – “Hi Paul This might be worth putting in Eyes & Ears Bert 

 Hi This is an initial - but hopefully not intrusive - inquiry. 
Writing on behalf of the Kings Cross & Potts Point Partnership, I am investigating the impact that the Vietnam War had on 
Kings Cross. We are hoping to install a small (no-budget) exhibition of memorabilia in the Kings Cross Library and to host 
an evening where people speak about their Kings Cross experiences (about 1968-1973). I hope you can help me contact 
a serviceman who visited The Cross at this time and would like to share his memories. Possibly even an American. I am 
contacting a police historian, the Garden Island historian and several of the local identities who saw the other side of the 
scene. Thank you for your time and I hope that you can help. 
 Gavin Harris, Community historian for the Kings Cross & Potts Point partnership. 
 THE CROSS Art + Books 33 Roslyn Street Kings Cross 2011 T: 9357 2038 (10.00-6.00 everyday) 



 
. Jim Hogno has replied to our query from last month‟s E&E‟s with regards to the bloke tinkering with the radar in the 

photo (on the left) –  
 
“G'day Dicko Have just finished reading Eyes & 
Ears No 24 and as usual another great effort. In 
response to the identity of the digger with the 
radar, I am certain it is Sgt. Fred Walter a RAEME 
mechanic attached to 131 workshops. From my 
recollections he arrived in May 67 and set up a 
two man tent (photo on the right) at the end of the 
survey lines opposite the bamboo beer garden. I 

recall he had light ginger hair 
and the other guy in his tent 
who also arrived in May was 
Sgt. Ted Doust of 131.  
I have no thought on where 
the photo was taken am very 
sure to his identity.  
I have included a photo of the bamboo beer garden (on the left) taken in 
April 67 prior to RTA of three in the photo at the end of that month, left to 
right, the late Paul Jones, George Clark, Keith Dean and Bob Ness. 
 
Keep up the good work and keep them coming. 
Regards, Hoggy” 
 

 
 

. Bob Billiards makes some comments on another article in last month‟s E&E‟s – “Paul after reading this month's E's 

and E's, I thought that I would comment on the "Heli-borne satellite station for 
long distance survey". When I finished at 31D when the ARVN took over the 
compound, I was posted to Survey and 
did errands for Geoff Jebb. We then did 
some surveys using helicopters and 
Phil Perrin would be able to give more 
details. The firstone I went on, Phil was 
lying on the floor looking down at the 
battery as we hovered straight up until 
the surveyors got the fix from 3 points. 
No way I was going to stick my head 
outside, I had my seatbelt firmly 
fastened!! Did a few of these in either 
the Hueys and did a couple in the ch47 
chook. 

          “waiting for a helicopter”                                                                          “bob hard at work on operations” 

 
The other item was the 1967 report and 31d going to Snata Fe. The blokes that went were Guz, Blakey, Mouse (Baker), 
Des and me. We were 3 weeks in one position? Then 3 weeks at another (Xa Tui Tic). I have attached a couple of photos 
and have a couple of stories from that my first Op. Regards Bob”   
 
 
. Steve Boutlis sent the following in and is well worth a read – “Hi, Dicko. 

The following site was given to me by a fellow member of the Sunshine Coast Sub Branch of the VVAA. and has a very 
good article from our mate Keith Ayliffe. I think that our other mates may enjoy the site and it also seems like a good 
repository for any photos of Our Days In the Funny Place. Cheers, Boots. 
  G'day Steve, this is the site below which I was talking about.  Bruce.  

 

My name is Ern Marshall and I run the web site listed below. I‟m on a sort of a mission. I'm trying to save all the slides 
that are slowly decaying in drawers and cases owned by Vietnam Veterans. 
This is my proposal, you send me your slides, pictures or even your own story, whatever and I'll put them on CD for you. 
This will be done at no cost to yourself. 
All I ask is your permission to put them up on the web page for everybody to share.  

You can see what I'm doing at the URL -   http://www.hotkey.net.au/~marshalle/images/index1.html 
 

 
 

 

 

http://www.hotkey.net.au/~marshalle/images/index1.html


. Extracts From “Cracker‟s” Blotter in November 1967... 
November saw a bit of activity out into the scrub, new arrivals and some VC activity noted by “Cracker”... 

 

 
 



 

 



 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

...now we come to an interesting observation by Ernie Newbold as to why was November‟s Operational Report 

signed by the late Ian Yerbury – OK, so where was “Cracker”? Was his biro not working?? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
...this Annexe also makes interesting reading... 

 
 
 
. Going Home / Getting Out... 
Here‟s another version in this series -  
. Dickson, Paul - I've just used dot-points to recall some thoughts/events/happenings that relate to my end of army 
experience... 
1. Knowing I was going home on 12th December, 1967 and going out into the scrub to FSB Lion on 5 November was an 
awakening. 
2. Our CO, "Cracker"/"Blue Leader" – and now friend (and that is what is great about re-connecting) Warwick Hamilton - 
having the "obligatory" conversation - "Gunner Dickson have you considered...”...or...”you should consider a career..." 
3. Having a farewell drink/s in the "Rec Hut" 
4. Having a photo taken with a bunch of us departing Nui Dat on 12 December - all dressed in our polyesters. Some or 
most of the group and the blokes left behind I was never to see again or re-connect with till a very long time later. 
5. Getting to Ton Son Nuit and after a few or several beers while surveying the QANTAS plane on the tarmac. 
6. Having to literally support one nameless Gunner stagger up the gangplank, fearful of him NOT being allowed on the 
flight. 
7. Drinking the plane "dry" at some stage - the transfer of fluid into the toilets kept the equilibrium I guess! 
8. Getting back into Sydney and being told "NOT to wear uniforms". 
9. Arriving back in Brisbane and met by my "real family" welcome and a reporter from the Courier Mail. 



10. Weeks later getting back to Holsworthy, in the Austin Healy Mk III A and painting stones white, avoiding everyone with 
rank and having some fun times with Al Adams, Leigh Hemming and Tony Goldsmith. 
11. Getting some hilarious comments etc from some really odd-bods when I was doing front gate guard duty at Victoria 
Barracks. 
12. Very proudly doing a Thursday Honour Guard march down through Martin Place with a couple of ribbons on my chest 
– not making a mess of “rest on your arms reversed” - and then onto the Shrine.  
13. When the 19th April, 1968 came just turning up at Enoggera (Gallipoli Barracks) in Brisbane and being whished “all 
the best” or something and told whatever was or may ail me that Army would take care of that, but you‟re OK now so get 
going! 
Crikey - there could be a book in all of this!! No, seriously I'm going to have a crack in expanding on this, hopefully soon. 
 A lot had happened in the intervening 2 years after arriving at Enoggera on April 20, 1966 – saying goodbye to family, 
going by bus the Brisbane airport, getting onto a Fokker Friendship, arriving at Williamtown then onto a double decker 
bus for the trip to Singleton – not even at the legal age to drink or vote.  
           One of the best aftermath happenings is being able to share a lot of memories with so many now. 

 

. 131 Locators Association Inc...  
 

  

 

. The Association Committee is excited to announce the design, which was voted on by our members, for the Lapel 
Badge (featured left in the panel above) has gone to the manufacturer for final specs and production. We hoping to have 
the first batch out as quickly as Grahame Dignam can seal envelopes and lick stamps!!  
 
...the Locators Association welcomes more new members as at 26

th
 November – 

Members – Dave Crowther; Brian “Wirey” Hackett and Jim “Hoggy” Hogno 

                        Thanks again fellas for the additional funds provided in the way of donations. 
 
 

. Birthdays in the Battery...OK November breaks the trifecta and quadrella cycle preferring twins – 8 sets!! 

Dennis Smith and Vaughn Millar started the month off on the 1
st
, Trev Waghorn and Ken Halligan were quick to follow 

on the 2
nd

, John Henshaw and Harold Little completed the duo on the 4
th
 then did the same tour duty times in SVN – 

now that‟s a double, but unluckily came from Victoria, Barry Uren was solo on 4
th
 as was Thomas Lempriere, the late 

Michael Campbell drew his first breath on 13
th
 (13.11.46-1984), Ken Long shared the 16

th
 with Allen Morley, but Al drew 

the short straw a copped Victoria as the home state, now you‟d never guess to look at them that Warwick Hamilton and 
Terrence “Lofty” Hayes are twins – obviously not identical, maybe same father but different mothers born on 17

th
 – “Lofty” 

set up Nui Dat for Warwick in ‟66, then had the decency to come back and tidy up late ‟68 after “Blue Leader” had gone 
home, Desmond Bury put a smile on his Mum‟s face on 18

th
 and John Perry likewise on 19

th
, the 20

th
 brought Michael 

Fletcher and Leslie Bates to life, Murray Poustie had his first look around on the 22
nd    

and might have seen Brian 
Ruddock – though Murray Poustie did arrive 10 years later, Don Simmons on 24

th
 snuck in with Stanley Todkill on the 

25
th
 just before the month‟s only trifecta of the late Michael O‟Keeffe SVN 1968-69 (26.11.46-1980), Fred Walter and Jeff 

Schafer who all broke out of the blocks on the 26
th
, John Bayford made it before the end of the month on the 28

th
, while 

Ron Saunders and Gary Stratton shut the gate on the 30
th
. 

Ed – 18 blokes in bold is still too many not accounted for! 

 

. Locator Profiles – we‟ve received 48 and we‟ve sent out 42.  

Ed - The tap has been turned on slightly with a couple more this month – how about a twist more? 
 

. Found… 

.Steve Boutlis gave us info on Graham Smith with the following – “I met a fellow member and 131 Comrade at the 

Drop-in-Centre this morning. He was a Bdr. Sensor in SV during 1970 and he would like to be included in The Eyes and 
Ears mail-out list. His name is Graham Smith. He asked after Johnny Brewer (Sgt.).  
Ed – we sent Graham an email late in November, so let‟s see what eventuates. Hey and does anyone have details on 
John Brewer?? 
 
 



 
. Artillery Surveyors 131 Div Loc Bty...  

 
ARTILLERY SURVEYORS 131 DIV LOC BTY 

“Elements of 131 came wandering in from the bush”  

(A quote whose origins are lost, yet the sentiments expressed will not be lost on many who served with 

131 Div Loc Bty SVN.)  

This website seeks to make contact with the Artillery Surveyors of 131 Div Loc Bty. We welcome your relevant 

contributions of photos, insights and observances so we might endeavour to expand 131 Artillery Surveying 

Vietnam record, beyond this window. Please use the contacts page for details: http://www.artillerysurveyors131.com.au/ 

 
 

. Locating Artillery Assoc…notes taken from their website –  

. The Annual Reunion and BBQ be held at the North Fort Artillery Museum on 5 December 2010 at 12.00noon. Further 
details will be available in the next issue of the Associations Newsletter LOCREP. Complete the Attendance form and 
return no later than 22 November 2010.  
. The next Committee Meeting will be held at the North Fort Artillery Museum on 5 December 2010. The Annual Reunion 
and BBQ will be after the meeting. Members are cordially invited to attend. Details of scheduled Committee meetings will 
be available in the next issue of the Associations Newsletter LOCREP.  
. Work parties at the RAA National Museum are normally held on the last Sunday of each month. Work parties commence 
at 1000 hrs sharp in the Locating Hangar and conclude with an Association-funded BBQ at 1400 hrs at the North Fort 
Mess. Scheduled work party dates for this year are as follows:  28 November.  
   
 

. 1st Battalion 83rd Artillery... 
 

 

 
Dedicated to the men of the 1st Battalion 83rd Artillery who served in Vietnam from 1966-1971. We left 
Fort Sill in October 1966 for Vietnam.  We originally were at Bear Cat, Nui Dat and Xuan Loc.  We later 
were in many other locations in Vietnam.  We also welcome our Australian and New Zealand Allies to 
whom we owe so much. 
It is also dedicated to those members of the 1/8rd who did not return. We will never forget their 
sacrifice. Website: http://83rd_artillery.home.comcast.net/~83rd_artillery/ 

 
 
 

                      Editor contact email: three-zero@hotmail.com  Ed – Paul „Dicko‟ Dickson 
All material that is included in Eyes and Ears, official Newsletter of the 131 Locators Association Inc remains the property of 131 Locators Association 

for its sole use. Prior written authorisation for the use of any material whatsoever contained in the Newsletter must be sought from 131 Locators 

Association Inc. Any material approved for use by third parties must acknowledge 131 Locators Association Inc as the source. No responsibility is 

accepted for unsolicited manuscripts, illustrations or photographs, or for the accuracy of information contained in the text of Eyes and Ears.  
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