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                              Detachment 131 Divisional Locating Battery RAA 

          Unit Citation for Gallantry (UCG) awarded to the Detachment and those who served at  
                                Operations Coral/Balmoral in South Vietnam, 1968 

 

    
       Battle of 
Coral/Balmoral ï  
12th May- 6th June,      
        1968. 
We Remember and     
        Honouré  

 
 

50 Years  
Members of 131 Divisional 
Locating Battery on 12 May 
1968 waiting to fly into Coral. 
Like many Australian units, 
their move to the new base 
was delayed. (AWM) 

Photo: John Dellacaôs archives. 
 

mailto:131eyesandears@gmail.com
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                           éand the memory still remains. 
 
 

The following table lists Members of Detachment 
131 Divisional Locating Battery, RAA who served 
at FSB Coral/Balmoral ï 1 ATF (Fwd) area during        
               12th May ï 6th June, 1968...  
 

131 DLB Coral VI  
 

    
Name Rank at time Regt Number Location 

On Site:       

Perrin, Phillip Montague Capt 53105  Arty Int 

Burgess, Michael James*** T/Capt 242895  Det W/shop / OC Det 

Williams, Gordon Benton 2/Lt 2783891  Alpha Radar 

Jebb, Geoffrey Alwyn. OAM** WO2 24660 Svy 

Lawler, James Frederick Sgt 28523  Arty Int 

Ayliffe, Keith Roy. BEM, BA** A/Sgt 217354 Alpha Radar 

Armstrong, Nicholas Andrew Holt  Bdr 43316 Svy/ 31F LP 

Gordon, Colin Barry* Bdr 16975  Alpha Radar 

Franklin, Walter George. OAM** Bdr 1411285  Alpha Radar 

McNeill, John Joseph  Cpl 18814 Radar W/shop 

Palmer, Stephen Edward* Cpl 18820 Radar W/shop  

Strautins, Janis Cpl 243346 Radar W/shop  

Dealy, Peter Leonard. OAM** L/Bdr 3411983 Arty Int/LP 

Dreis, Clive Leslie L/Bdr 2785766 Svy/LP 

Finlay, Ian Thomas    L/Bdr 2412363  Alpha Radar 

Kennedy, Iain Michael  L/Bdr 3791023  Alpha Radar 

Marques, Eric Henry    L/Bdr 3790008  Arty Int/ 31E LP 

Pepper, Francis Gordon* L/Bdr 216683  Alpha Radar 

Peisley, Kenneth John* L/Bdr 2787174  Arty Int/ 31F LP 

Wortlehock, Neville Charles L/Bdr 54941  Arty Int/ 31E LP 

Amos, Ian Robert   Gnr 2785676 Alpha Radar 

Billiards, Robert Allen Gnr 2785702  Arty Int/ 31F LP 

Bayford, John Alwin  Gnr 3791019 Arty Int/ 31F LP 

Blackwell, Geoffrey Guy Gnr 4718307  Arty Int/LP 

Bohl, Michael Owen* Gnr 1411182  Radar 

Briggs, Stanley John    Gnr 1731999  Arty Int/ 31F LP 

Claxton, Victor Leonard   Gnr 4410991  Alpha Radar 

Coutts, Anthony Patrick* Gnr 1733291  Alpha Radar 

Dellaca, John Victor     Gnr 3791355  Arty Int/ 31F LP 

Dougherty, David John Gnr 2786594 Svy/LP 

Dye, Dennis James   Gnr 2412366  Alpha Radar 

Holden, Geoffrey Gnr 2785828 Svy/LP 

Ianson, John Paul     Gnr 2787424  Alpha Radar 

Jones, Kenneth Barry     Gnr 2786931  Alpha Radar 

Leplaw, Garry James* Gnr 217182  Arty Int/ 31E LP 

MacNeill, Clinton Neil Gnr 5714922 LP 

Malcolm, Gordon  Gnr 2785906  Alpha Radar 

McDonald, Alan Ernest Gnr 511355 Radar 

McKie, Peter John     Gnr 2787728  Arty Int/LP 

Mitchell, Brian Leslie   Gnr 2412582  Alpha Radar 

Mulgrew, Phil Arthur Gnr 3411756 Svy/ 31E LP 

Sheedy, Philip Allen    Gnr 4719418  Alpha Radar 

Smale, Murray Lionel  Gnr 5411587  Alpha Radar 

Wilson, Robert Charles Gnr 3791425 Arty Int/LP 

Woodbine, Kenneth Oliver Gnr 2786077 Svy/LP 

Support - Nui Dat:       

Burgess, Michael James*** T/Capt 242895  Det W/shop / OC Det 

Martin, John Crighton Lt 43613   

http://www.vietnamroll.gov.au/VeteranDetails.aspx?VeteranId=1259525
http://www.vietnamroll.gov.au/VeteranDetails.aspx?VeteranId=1262645
http://www.vietnamroll.gov.au/VeteranDetails.aspx?VeteranId=1244390
http://www.vietnamroll.gov.au/VeteranDetails.aspx?VeteranId=1238210
http://www.vietnamroll.gov.au/VeteranDetails.aspx?VeteranId=1231741
http://www.vietnamroll.gov.au/VeteranDetails.aspx?VeteranId=1231033
http://www.vietnamroll.gov.au/VeteranDetails.aspx?VeteranId=1244589
http://www.vietnamroll.gov.au/VeteranDetails.aspx?VeteranId=1272401
http://www.vietnamroll.gov.au/VeteranDetails.aspx?VeteranId=1286274
http://www.vietnamroll.gov.au/VeteranDetails.aspx?VeteranId=1260929
http://www.vietnamroll.gov.au/VeteranDetails.aspx?VeteranId=1273424
http://www.vietnamroll.gov.au/VeteranDetails.aspx?VeteranId=1245235
http://www.vietnamroll.gov.au/VeteranDetails.aspx?VeteranId=1267401
http://www.vietnamroll.gov.au/VeteranDetails.aspx?VeteranId=1262318
http://www.vietnamroll.gov.au/VeteranDetails.aspx?VeteranId=1235434
http://www.vietnamroll.gov.au/VeteranDetails.aspx?VeteranId=1233253
http://www.vietnamroll.gov.au/VeteranDetails.aspx?VeteranId=1234057
http://www.vietnamroll.gov.au/VeteranDetails.aspx?VeteranId=1230956
http://www.vietnamroll.gov.au/VeteranDetails.aspx?VeteranId=1270903
http://www.vietnamroll.gov.au/VeteranDetails.aspx?VeteranId=1250945
http://www.vietnamroll.gov.au/VeteranDetails.aspx?VeteranId=1282669
http://www.vietnamroll.gov.au/VeteranDetails.aspx?VeteranId=1237946
http://www.vietnamroll.gov.au/VeteranDetails.aspx?VeteranId=1281887
http://www.vietnamroll.gov.au/VeteranDetails.aspx?VeteranId=1254611
http://www.vietnamroll.gov.au/VeteranDetails.aspx?VeteranId=1271078
http://www.vietnamroll.gov.au/VeteranDetails.aspx?VeteranId=1234576
http://www.vietnamroll.gov.au/VeteranDetails.aspx?VeteranId=1241742
http://www.vietnamroll.gov.au/VeteranDetails.aspx?VeteranId=1270185
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Bensley, Allan Bruce* Sgt 243104 Det W/shop 

Rudduck, Brian Harold John* Sgt 216134   

Lindroos, Norman John T/Sgt 3410957  

Thompson, Eric Raymond T/Sgt 44153   

Binns, Peter John Bdr 356367  LP 31B 

O'Mara, Anthony Joseph* Cpl 38334  Det W/shop 

Todd, Geoffrey Thomas Bdr 54254   

Black, Brian Francis* L/Bdr 2786469   

Bridge, Larry William L/Bdr 2786506   

McNicol, Donald Ian L/Bdr 216327   

Millar, Vaughan William L/Bdr 3411742   

Smith, Graeme Francis L/Bdr 6708707   

Teather, Peter Joseph T/Bdr 3790242   

Bester, Gary William Gnr 3411737   

Blink, Bert Eppo Gnr 3789692  Arty Tac 

Bothwell, John Francis Cfn 1732807  Det W/shop 

Brewer, John Andrew Sgt 16220   

Bristow, Richard John Gnr 1733143  Bravo Radar 

Bush, Keven John Gnr 3792069   

Gibson, Robert Martin Gnr 2787361   

Greenway, John Douglas Gnr 3790617   

Guzder, Behram Jijibhoy Gnr 5714500  LP 31D 

Heyes, John Vernon Gnr 3791085   

Hunt, Terence Thomas Gnr 3792120   

Kruimink, Frederick Stefan Gnr 6708867   

Lee, Grahame Alfred Gnr 2787457   

McKenzie, Ian Bruce T/Sgt 3788926  RAAOC 

Murley, Ian Geoffrey Gnr 38503   

Nichols, Garth Peter Gnr 216381   

O'Keefe, Michael Francis* Pvt 2787168   

Reid, Jeffrey Leonard Gnr 3790495   

Robards, Ronald John Gnr 216900   

Robb, Alan Ernest Gnr 5715343  Arty Tac 

Whitaker, Peter Francis Gnr 2786848   

Young, Michael Murray Gnr 2786087   

* Since deceased 
**Post activity Awards 
 

Please note that Surnames are 
spelt according to Department 
of Defence records.  

   Known members as 
at 24.05.18 

***Note on Mike Burgess (from above) ï he was T/Capt and took over the role of OC of the Detachment in Phil 

Perrinôs absence whilst at Coral/Balmoral. He did have an occasion to serve out at Coral/Balmoral. However, his task 
during this period was not enhanced by the reduction in support by the depleted defence numbers at 1ATF Nui Dat or 
the reduction in Detachment numbers. 

Note ï Bailey, Desmond 18687 Sgt RAEME ï is missing from the above list, as his DVA records show him leaving 

SVN on 14.03.68, which is prior to UCG period for qualifying. However, Des is currently contacting the DVA to correct 
this error as he has documentation showing him to have departed SVN at a later qualifying date. 

 

 
 
 

REPORT OF THE INQUIRY INTO UNIT RECOGNITION FOR SERVICE AT THE BATTLES OF 

FIRE SUPPORT BASES CORAL AND BALMORAL. 
Keith Ayliffe ï Contemplated Results of the Tribunal Findings can be found here. Basically, means everyone who 

was at Coral/Balmoral is eligible to the citation. Keith 
 

                            Please note that the submission still awaits the Ministerôs signature. 
 

Hereôs the link to click ï 

http://afdbty.mobile.australianartilleryassociation.com/document/ad_coral_balmoral_final_repost.pdf 
Extract from the document - 
ANNEX D (page 37) - A listing of those units and elements that comprised 1ATF (Fwd) between 12 May and 6 June 
1968 compiled by Defence:  
Detachments - Detachment 131 Division Location Battery. 
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                  ***THIS IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT*** é   
From Keith Ayliffe ï  
ñGôday Paul. 

The next Problem will be how to obtain their medal. 
They have to apply for it at the following address 
                 http://www.defence.gov.au/Medals/Content/AwardsOnlineForm.asp 
 

                               It will take up to three months to process.  
Everybody who was in Detachment 131 Div Loc Bty between 12 May1968 and 6 June 1968 
should apply. I believe the award has been extended to those who were at Nui Dat as well. 
 

All the names on the list we prepared (above) should apply. Anybody who receives a 
negative result and who are on that list are to contact me for that purpose, you have 

permission to print my email address - aylif@westnet.com.au 
I have now been named as Unit Rep for Det 131 Div Loc Bty RAA and should any queries 
arise regarding the Unit UCG they will be referred to me from DVA, DHAA & Defence Dept. 
 

 **Detachment Members, who are eligible (above list) have already commenced application submissions. ** 
 

éalsoé 
 

I noticed on the weekend a number of members without an 
Army Combat Badge (ACB) ï pictured at right. Any member 
who served with an Artillery Unit Example Det 131DLB are 
entitled to an ACB when applying simply put Unit and Dates in 
Vietnam. 
           This can also be applied for at the above site. 
Best Regards, Keithò  
 

         **The first piece of great news!** 
Bert Blink forwarded on the following email sent by Iain Kennedy ï originally sent to Keith 
Ayliffeé 
 

ñKeith, 
Look what I received in todayôs mail.  
 

 
 

Cheers Iain Kò 
 
 

http://www.defence.gov.au/Medals/Content/AwardsOnlineForm.asp
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Now for some very late news ï hot off the email ï 

Grahame Dignam informs us that Bert Blink has just received his Citation in the 
mail too! 

                         These are the first of many we hope ï congratulations to ALL of you from ALL of us. 
 

The Battle of FSB Coral & Balmoral 50th Commemoration ï  
 

The following is the list of 131 Divisional Locating Battery Coral/Balmoral Veterans and 
partners (where applicable) that attended Commemorative Weekend ï 
Alan Robb, Vicky Lewis, Ken Jones, Craig Jones, Bob Billiards, Cathy Billiards, Brian Mitchell, Robyn Mitchell, Dennis 
Dye Gaye Dye, Geoff Jebb OAM, Phillip Jebb, Gordon Williams, Naomi Williams, Iain Kennedy, Janet Kennedy, Ian 
Finlay, Janet Finlay, John Bayford, Annette Bayford, John Dellaca, Pamela Dellaca, Keith Ayliffe BEM, BA, Samantha 
Ayliffe, Neville Wortlehock, Norma Wortlehock, Peter Dealy OAM, Ann Dealy, Peter McKie, Joan McKie, Phil Mulgrew, 
Helen Mulgrew, Wal Franklin OAM, Lynn Franklin, Ian Amos, Grahame Dignam, Ken woodbine, Phil Sheedy, Terry 
Erbs, Leslie Erbs, Stan Briggs, Eric Marques, Gordon Malcolm, Bert Blink, Mary Blink 
 

éTerry Erbs forwarded the following comprehensive report ï 
  

On Friday evening (12th May), there was a ñmeet & greetò, organized by the Artillery Assoc, at the Federal Golf Club. 
Most attended and enjoyed drinks and a briefing of the planned weekendôs activities.  
Saturday (13th May) morning the National Gunner 
Commemorative Service was held in very cold, wet & windy 
weather at the aptly named Mt Pleasant, within the grounds of 
Duntroon and overlooking ANZAC Avenue. Thankfully the 
ñEverymanôsò truck was there with hot drinks.  
 

             At right - L to R - Gordon Williams & Brian Mitchell 
  
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
At left - L to R - Ken Jones, Jill & Wally Franklin OAM. 
 

Col. Ian Ahern (Retd), GPO officer 102 Bty Coral, gave his first-hand 
account ñwarts & allò of the first 24 hours at FSB Coral. And ñthe 
Soldiers Priestò, Father John ñTinkò Tinkler 1RARôs chaplain 68/69, 
wearing a large black beanie, read the prayers, and later kept us 
laughing with his stories. 

 

That evening we all gathered again at the Federal Golf Club for the Coral Gunner Dinner hosted by Representative 
Colonel Commandant Brig. Gerry Werner AM, LVO (Retd) & Head of Regiment Brig, Craig Furini AM CSC. Those 
who attended the 40th Coral Commemoration may recall that Craig was then the CO of 12th Regiment and accepted 
the honour ñCoralò on behalf of 102 Bty. 

 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
L to R - Wally Franklin, Ian Finlay, Doc 
Sheedy, Ian Amos, Ken Woodbine, Ken Jones, 
Brian Mitchell & Terry Erbs.  
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The dinnerôs guest speaker was Maj. Gen. Steve Gower AO 
(Retd), Artillery FO 6RAR and Director of AWM for 16 
years, who spoke again of 102 Btyôs heroic actions during 
that first night. Although what he said was true and 
accurate, Wally had to query Steve politely, ñwas he 
aware that 131 Bty was also fighting at Coral tooò!!!  
Throughout the weekend the media, and most speakers 
only mentioned the major units fighting at Coral & Balmoral 
but not 131 Bty.  
Rightly and belatedly Locators at FSB Coral & Balmoral 
have been awarded the Unit Gallantry Citation.  
 

 
 

 
Another oversight was the inaccuracy of the photo of FSB Coral (at left) used as the dinner mats, supposedly taken on 
the morning of Monday 13th Mayô68. Unanimously disputed by Locators, who were there on that day, they stated there 
were no emplacements south and west of road intersection until a day or two later! Unfortunately, this inaccurate 
photograph is on displayed at the AWM.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 L- R -  Maj. Geoff Meekan, Grahame 
Dignam, Maj. Alex McDonald BC 131, 
Terry Erbs, Melvyn Wood BSM 131, 
David Nutini RSM and Keith Ayliffe. 
 
 

Phil Mulgrew - At right -  RSM David Furini in a ñselfieò with me at the RAA 
dinner on Saturday night at the Federal Golf Club. 
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The main event was the National 50th Anniversary of 

the Battle of Coral & Balmoral Commemorative Service 
held in ANZAC Parade at the Vietnam Memorial. Maj. 
Gen. Mark Kelly AO DSC, Repatriation Commissioner, 
was Master of Ceremonies and the Call of Remembrance 
was read by Lt. Gen. Angus Campbell AO DSC, Chief of 
Army, and again our retired & respected Father Tinkler 
read the prayers. 

 
 
 
 
 
Typical of Locators, on arrival they re-organized the 
seating into the shelter of a covered TV broadcasting 
stand - there was a strong cold wind blowing up ANZAC 
Avenue!!  
 
 

Many thanks to John Dellaca for bringing the 131 banner which unfortunately Jetstar mislaid for 24 hours. When it 

finally arrived in time for the parade it had 6 stickers on it! The usual wags suggested it had done the Commonwealth 
Games baton route and rightly toured every state!       
Assembling the banner in strong wind proved a challenge, and Iain Kennedy took a tumble into the bushes. A very 
attractive young lady ambulance officer rushed to his aid, I think Iain was hoping for ñmouth to mouthò resuscitation 
but fortunately it wasnôt required and Iain 
was able to march.   
 

Here comes the bandé 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Then, here comes the ñstarò attractioné  
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éand it still keeps advancingé 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
At left - L-to R - Alan Robb, Nev 
Wortlehock, Iain Kennedy, John 
Bayford, Ken Woodbine, Stan 
Briggs, Wally Franklin & Gordon 
Williams. 
 

 

So proudly we marched ñin stepò 
behind the 131 banner past several 
larger units, who were muttering 
ñwho the hell do they think they areôò 
and halted, as ordered, right in front 
of the memorial. 20th STA Regiment 
was well represented by 2IC Maj. 
Geoff Meekan and the RSM, soon 
to be Master Gunner, David Nutini.  
Importantly for us, BC 131 Maj. Alex 
McDonald and BSM Melvyn Wood 
laid a wreath on our behalf. Would 
have loved to have gotten a photo 
but no one knew that it was to 
happen, not even Alex!   

 
 
 
 
                            
At right 
- Wal 
Franklin 
and 
John 
Bayford     
 
 
 
 
At left - Stan Briggs, Ken Jones and Ken Woodbin                                                                                        
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Back row - L to R ï Gordon Williams, Stan Briggs, Peter Dealy, Wal Franklin, Iain Kennedy, Brian Mitchell,  
John Dellaca. Second row ï L to R - Bob Billiards, Gordon Malcolm, Ric Marques, Ken Woodbine (no cap/hat 
hidden), Ken Jones, Ian Amos, Phillip Sheedy, Keith Ayliffe, Terry Erbs, Neville Wortlehock.  Sitting ï Ian 
Finlay.         MIA: Denis Dye, Geoff Jebb, Phil Mulgrew, John Bayford. 
 

 
After the service, some boarded buses and others drove to the 
Canberra Convention Centre for the Post Service reception. It 
wasnôt quite the same as the 40th Commemoration at the Great Hall 
of Parliament, we had to buy our own beer this time but the finger 
food was very welcome and delicious.   
 
 
  
 
 
  

In the evening the moving and emotional Last Post Ceremony at the AWM was dedicated to FSB Coral ï to view 

https://www.facebook.com/AWMemorial/videos/10155552314767525/  

Then it was back to the óPavilionô for drinks and a very enjoyable 131 Div Loc Bty reunion dinner. Thanks to 

Bert, ñDigò & Keith for their great organization, the whole weekend went smoothly.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above - Ken Woodbine & Geoff Jebb                              Above - Gordon Malcolm, Ian Amos & Wally Franklin 
 

https://www.facebook.com/AWMemorial/videos/10155552314767525/

